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By Dreamweb Foundation (www.dreamweb.nl)  in cooperation with Citymuseum Zoetermeer (www.stadsmuseumzoetermeer.nl)

1. Introduction

In spring 1606, the Dutch East India Company (VOC) sent a ship from Batavia to map the unknown areas south of the Dutch Indies and to find new trading partners. The ship was called Duyfken. The ‘unknown South Land’, that it visited as the first European ship, was Australia. 

The year 2006 marks the 400th anniversary of Dutch contact with Australia. Both in Australia and in The Netherlands special attention will be paid to the wide ranging and friendly ties between the two countries. In both countries an extensive program of activities is planned, including exhibitions, scientific symposia, and exchanges in the field of sport, culture and science. 
The Dreamweb foundation presents an exhibition focusing on the theme of the Stolen generations of Aboriginal people in the Stadsmuseum Zoetermeer. During this exhibition, a mutual work of art will be realised lead by Aboriginal artist Pamela Croft. Representatives from different groups with different cultural backgrounds living in Zoetermeer will be asked to join the artwork, as well as schoolchildren. 
2. Dreamweb Foundation (www.dreamweb.nl)
Dreamweb is an Aboriginal Australia platform founded by Lucien Lecarme. He got inspired during his study of Antropology with Prof. Ad Borsboom in Nijmegen in 1987. After this, he visited twice the Aboriginal community of Ramingining in the Top End. There, he was touched by the aboriginal way of life, it's pureness, creativity and spirituality. He decided back in Holland to create Dreamweb and started to write articles, to organise exhibitions, real and virtual, and make educational programmes for the schools in Holland. He also managed Aboriginal storyteller Maureen Watson for 2 European tours along the big festivals and venues. Dreamweb works together with Aboriginal people and communities, to always maintain a direct link to the source. At this moment we arrange performances with Torres Strait Islander Gavin Ware. 
3. Stadsmuseum Zoetermeer
The City museum of Zoetermeer ( 100.000 inhabitants) focuses at the roots and identity of Zoetermeer and it’s inhabitants. It likes to be a living house for all inhabitants of Zoetermeer offering a platform for discussion and dialogue. It should also be the place where visitors and people of all classes and cultural backgrounds should have a voice in the making of museumpresentations and educational presentations. These stories and objects should be near to the people and should connect to actuality.
4. Project Concept
Dreamweb organised together with the Stadsmuseum Zoetermeer a special exhibition that opened February 23th 2006, the year of the celebrations of 400 year Holland – Australia connections. The theme of the exhibition is growing up in two worlds. The Aboriginal people of Australia have to deal a lot with separation of their land and even the taking away of their children to grow up in white families or institutions. The exhibition has a strong focus on these aspects in the development in relations between Aboriginal people and English settlers. But it also functions as an ultimate example of people can grow up in two worlds. 
In this way it will function as a mirror for people in Zoetermeer that originally come from different cultures. Also, we focus on this aspect for people from Zoetermeer and surroundings that left Holland and took up a second life as immigrants in Australia. 
This is a fairly untouched subject for Museums. The movie “Rabbit Proof Fence “has been shown on Dutch television and resulted in a curiosity by many Dutch people to know more about the subject. So, we don’t wan’t to show this subject in a political sense or to blame anyone, no, we would like to display aspects of growing up in different worlds, and by using Aboriginal symbols as a binding factor, we would like to bring groups with different backgrounds in Holland together. 
For this, we have asked Dr. Pamela Croft to initialise a mural of artwork in the Museum of in the city of Zoetermeer. In this artwork, she will use her story and her symbols as a bounding factor for other participants, young and old, from different cultural and ethnical groups in Zoetermeer. These people will all work together to create this artwork, and will have an experience of understanding and re-enforced feeling of identity.

The concept of the exhibition itself is a display of 15 – 20 photographs of Aboriginal people from the Stolen Generations. We also display artwork symbolising aspects resulting from being taken away from the families and the land, and the search for the aboriginal identity later in life. The fotos are displayed on a fence creating a natural separation in the museum space, also symbolising these 2 different worlds.

Schoolgroups will be asked to participate in the Mutual Artwork and we created an educational programme about different cultural aspects of Aboriginal people. Dreamweb has specialised on this subject in Holland and created several educational programmes about  Aboriginal culture, art and religion in the past, together with aboriginal organisations and aboriginal people.

